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(22) J. R. Solonche has been nominated for the Eric Hoffer 
Book Award, twice for the National Book Award, and three 
times for the Pulitzer Prize. He lives in the Hudson Valley.
(36) Phyllis L Thompson taught English for one year in 
Changsha, China, and was changed for life. 
• www.phyllisthompson.net
(78) Karla Van Vliet is an artist and poet, co-founder and 
editor of deLuge Journal, founder of Van Vliet Gallery, and 
co-director of Anhinga Press. She lives in Bristol, Vermont. 
(24, 108) Naomi Beth Wakan has published over fifty 
books. She is the author of the trilogy: The Way of Tanka 
(Shanti Arts, 2017), The Way of Haiku (Shanti Arts, 2018), 
and Poetry That Heals (Shanti Arts, 2018). 
• www.naomiwakan.com
(54) Dana Wilde lives in Maine, where he’s worked as a 
journalist and college professor, Fulbright scholar, NEH 
fellow, and basketball coach. His writings have appeared 
in many popular, literary, and scholarly publications.

(4) Cresques Abraham, Caravan on the Silk Road, Sheet 10, 
Atlas Catalan, 1375. WC PD 
(6) Map of the Silk Road. WC CC
(7) Shiba Kōkan (1747–1818), A Meeting of Japan, China, and 
the West. Ink, color, and gold on silk. 40.1 x 19.5 inches. Min-
neapolis Institute of Art, Minnesota. WC PD
(8) Winslow Homer, International Tea Party, c. 1867. Graphite 
and black, gray wash on paper. 8 x 10.3 inches. Cooper 
Hewitt, New York City. PD LINK
(9) William M. Paxton, The Figurine, 1921. Oil on canvas. 18.1 x 
15.1 inches. Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, 
DC. WC PD
(16) Zhao Mengfu (1254–1322), Self-portrait. Ink and color on 
silk. 9.4 x 9 inches. The Palace Museum, Beijing, China. WC PD
(18) Ni Zan, Parasol Trees, Bamboo, and Elegant Rocks, before 
1374. Ink wash on paper. 37.7 x 14.3 inches. The Palace Muse-
um, Beijing, China. WC PD
(21) Li Kan (1245–1320), Bamboos with Crooked Trunks and 
Stones. The Palace Museum, Beijing, China. WC PD
(23) Yu Ming, (1884–1935), Mi Fu at Stone Worship. Ink and color on 
paper. 69.7 × 18.1 inches. Metropolitan Museum of Art. WC PD
(24) Watanabe Kazan, Authentic Portrait of Matsuo Bashō, c. 
1835. Woodblock print. WC PD
(28) Yoshitoshi Taiso, Matsuo Bashō, c. 1880. Woodcut. 12.6 x 
8.3 inches. Library of Congress, Washington, DC. WC PD
(32) Mori Ippô, The Poet Bashō, c. 1830. Ink on paper. Ri-
jksmuseum, Amsterdam, Netherlands. WC PD
(34) Akmalism Photography / AI / 891482022 / AdobeStock
(36) jambulart / AI / 575544926/ AdobeStock
(40) jambulart / AI / 575545021/ AdobeStock
(43) jambulart / AI / 575544978/ AdobeStock
(45) Utagawa Hiroshige, Lake Suwa, 19th century. Woodblock 
print; ink and color on silk. 35.5 x 12.6 inches. Cleveland Muse-
um of Art. WC PD
(47) Sakyamuni, Lao Tzu, and Confucius, 1368–1644. Wood-
block print; ink and color on paper. 59.6 x 31.4 inches. Freer 
Gallery of Art, Washington, DC. WC PD
(51)  Ding Yunpeng, Confucius, Lao Tzu, and Buddhist Arhat, 
1547–1626. Woodblock print; ink and color on paper. 45.5 x 

 
(116) Pamela Ahlen organizes events for Osher Lifelong 
Learning at Dartmouth and compiled the Anthology of Poets 
and Writers: Celebrating Twenty-Five Years at Dartmouth.
(34) Jadi Campbell writes for Stuttgart’s New English 
American Theater. She is a Best American Essays nominee. 
Most recently, she was a finalist for Greece’s 2025 Eye-
lands Short Story Award. 

• jadicampbell.com
(44) Margaret Chula has published over a dozen collec-
tions of poetry, including Firefly Lanterns: Twelve Years in 
Kyoto (Shanti Arts, 2021). Living on the Portland skyline, she 
enjoys gardening and hiking in the Columbia River Gorge.
(58) Sharon J. Clark has published two poetry collections 
and a collection of mystical short stories. She publishes a 
weekly Substack newsletter called Looking to the Horizon.
• sharonjclark.substack.com
(80) Richard Collins’s recent books are Stone Nest (Shan-
ti Arts, 2025) and Cartoons for the Chaos (Shanti Arts 2026). 
He is abbot of the New Orleans Zen Temple and directs 
Stone Nest Dojo in Sewanee, Tennessee.
(90) David Denny’s recent books include Angel of the 
Waters and Sometimes Only the Sad Songs Will Do, both 
from Shanti Arts. He lives in California. 
 • daviddenny.net
(114) Louis Ebarb is Brooklyn-born and an elder of the Choc-
taw-Apache Tribe of Ebarb, Louisiana. He draws on his rich 
cultural mix to communicate his personal vision. His main 
occupation is traveling the world for creative inspiration.
(16) Craig Fredrickson is a lifelong student of Scripture 
and Christian theology. A teacher and devotional writer, 
he brings a mature theological imagination to his com-
mentary works and poetry. 
(92) Robert Giebisch has had a lifelong interest in global 
spiritual traditions. He has published two books of poet-
ry:  Geographies of Time (Shanti Arts, 2025) and Theologies 
of Poetry (Shanti Arts, 2026). 
• robertgiebischauthor.com
(118) Chisa Hidaka is a dancer and co-director of the 
Dolphin Dance Project. With an MD from Cornell, she 
teaches Anatomy at Barnard College and has authored 
80+ peer-reviewed publications in orthopedics.
(126) Beth Jacobs is a lifelong poet and writer and lay Bud-
dhist teacher. Her most recent book is Luminous Loves Gray: 
Poetry.
(106) Cheryl Martone lives and writes in Rhode Island, 
where she retired after a career in public service.
(46) James B. Nicola is a frequent contributor whose 
writing has earned him numerous awards. His latest of 
eight poetry collections are Natural Tendencies, Fires 
of Heaven, and Turns & Twists. 
(60) Nancy L. Penrose is co-author of A Dream and a Chis-
el: Louisiana Sculptor Angela Gregory in Paris, 1925-1928. 
Her essays have appeared in numerous journals.

• www.plumerose.net
(53) Stuart Silverman’s intent is for his readers to enter 
into a world not his/her own and influence his/her being 
and experience of the world.  
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(52) Portrait of Hottō Enmyō Kokushi, 1286–1333. Hinoki cy-
press wood with lacquer. Cleveland Museum of Art. WC PD
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(60) Yashima Gakutei (c. 1786–1868), “Calligraphy Brush” 
(Fude), from Four Friends of the Writing Table for the Ichiyō 
Poetry Circle. Woodblock print; ink and color on paper. 8 x 7 
inches. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City. LINK
(62) Muso Soseki (1275–1351), “Abiding nowhere, the awak-
ened mind arises.” Hanging scroll; ink on paper. 39 x 22.6 
inches. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City. LINK 	
(64) Yuan Zhi (Chinese, 1502–1547), Folding Fan Mounted as 
an Album Leaf. Ink on paper. 7.3 x 21 inches. Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York City. LINK
(67) Qian Xuan, Wang Xizhi Watching Geese, c. 1295. Ink, color, 
and gold on paper. 9.1 x 36.4 inches. Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, New York City. WC PD
(68) Chen Hongshou (1768–1822). Ink on green paper. 64.8 x 
15 inches. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City. LINK
(71) Mi Fu (1051–1107).  Woodblock print. 10 x 5.3 inches. 
Shanghei Museum, China. WC PD
(72) Wang Xizhi (303–361), Timely Clearing after Snowfall. Ink 
on paper. 9 x 5.3 inches. National Palace Museum, Taipei, 
China. WC PD
(75) Artist unknown, [Calligraphers], 1870s. Albumen silver 
print. WC PD
(81) a-chosen-soul / nrhhImpsskg / unsplash.com
(83) [t] Utagawa Kunisada, from the series Brocade Pictures of 
Eastern Manners and Customs, c. 1854. National Diet Library, 
Tokyo and Kyoto, Japan.  WC PD [bl] Utagawa Hiroshige, 
Ichikoku Bridge, Edo, from the series Thirty-six Views of Mount 
Fuji, 1858. Woodblock print. 14.5 x  9.7 inches. Norton Simon 
Museum, Pasadena, California. LINK [br] Utagawa Hiroshige, 
Awa Province: Naruto Whirlpools, from the series Famous Plac-
es in the Sixty-odd Provinces, No. 55, 1855. Woodblock print. 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Massachusetts. WC PD
(84) [tl] Utagawa Hiroshige, Evening Shower at Atake and the 
Great Bridge, from the series One Hundred Famous Views of Edo, 
1857.  Woodblock print; ink and color on paper. Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York City. WC PD ; [tr]  Vincent van Gogh, 
Bridge in the Rain (after Hiroshige), 1887. Oil on canvas. 28.7 x 21.2 
inches. Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Netherlands. WC PD 
[bl] Utagawa Hiroshige, The Residence with Plum Trees at Ka-
meido, from the series One Hundred Famous Views of Edo, 1857. 
Woodblock print; ink and color on paper.  Brooklyn Museum, 
New York City. WC PD; [br] Vincent van Gogh, Flowering Plum 
Tree (after Hiroshige), 1887. Oil on canvas. 21.6 x 18.1 inches. Van 
Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, Netherlands. WC PD
(85)  [tl] Vincent van Gogh, Almond Blossom, 1890. Oil on 
canvas. 28.9 x 36.3 inches. Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. WC PD; [tr] Vincent van Gogh, Self Portrait 
(dedicated to Paul Gauguin), 1888. Oil on canvas. 24.2 x 19.8 
inches. Fogg Museum, Harvard University, Boston. WC PD; 
[bl] Vincent van Gogh, Madame Roulin Rocking the Cradle, 1889. 
Oil on canvas. 36.3 x 29 inches. Art Institute of Chicago. WC 
PD; [br] Vincent van Gogh, Bedroom in Arles, 1889. Oil on 
canvas. 22.2 x 29.1 inches. Musée d’Orsay, Paris, France. WC PD
(86) Claude Monet, The Water Lily Pond, 1899. Oil on canvas. 
35.3 x 35.6 inches. Princeton Art Museum, New Jersey. WC PD 
(87) [t] Claude Monet, Stacks of Wheat (End of Day, Autumn), 

1890. Oil on canvas. 25.7 x 39.5 inches. Art Institute of Chicago. 
WC PD; [bl] Claude Monet, Water-Lily Pond and Weeping 
Willow, 1916. Oil on canvas. Private collection. WC PD;  [br] 
Claude Monet, Madame Monet Wearing a Kimono, 1876. Oil on 
canvas. 91.2 x 56 inches. Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. WC PD
(88) [t] Mary Cassatt, The Bath, 1890–1891. Drypoint and 
aquatint. 12.5 x 9.8 inches. National Gallery of Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario. WC PD; [b] Mary Cassatt, Feeding the Ducks, 
1895. Drypoint and aquatint. 11.7 x 15.7 inches. Terra Founda-
tion Art Collection, Chicago, Illinois. WC PD
(89) [tl] Mary Cassatt, The Fitting, 1890–1891. Drypoint and aqua-
tint. 16.8 x 11.7 inches. Metropolitan Museum of Art. WC PD [tr] 
Mary Cassatt, Woman Bathing, 1890–1891. Drypoint and aquatint. 
12.5 x 9.8 inches. National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. 
WC PD; [b] Mary Cassatt, The Letter, 1890–1891. Drypoint and 
aquatint. 17.2 x 11.6 inches. Art Institute of Chicago. WC PD
(91) thom-milkovic / im50Wyd368A / unsplash.com; [butter-
fly] elisa-stone / ceKhGIXOGtA / unsplash.com   
(92) evan-krause / HqGVOC-nydA / unsplash.com
(107) Takahashi Bihō, White Heron at Water’s Edge, 
1917–1923. Woodblock print. 9.9 x 10.4 inches. Brooklyn 
Museum, New York. WC PD
(108) the-new-york-public-library / XPKjZ0VIgu8 / unsplash.com
(110) [l] Dina / AI / 748985468/ AdobeStock; [m] oriento / AWkM-
Rde9BmU / unsplash.com; [r] eyeami / 10479365 / AdobeStock
(111) [l] Dina / AI / 748985448 / AdobeStock; [r] Africa Studio / 
134671107 / AdobeStock
(112) [l] oriento / 6HYqdm0CniQ / unsplash.com; [m] Loktor 
/ AI / 752765252 / AdobeStock; [r] oriento / NETsvF4sDRQ / 
unsplash.com.
(113) [l] Aleksandra Konoplya / 440072976 / AdobeStock; [r] 
MIGUEL GARCIA SAAVED / 46823309 / AdobeStock 
(114) Chihiro, Sakura, 2016. WC CC
(116) Алина Битта / 358249540/ AdobeStock
(118) [t] Macrovector / 321324500/ AdobeStock; [b] ananaline 
/ 469450784 / AdobeStock
(121) Utagawa Kuniteru, Portrait of Yaoya Oshichi, 1867. 
Woodcut. 14.9 x 10 inches. Library of Congress, Washing-
ton, DC. WC PD
(124)  Yoshitoshi (1839–1892), Yaoya Oshichi Climbing a Fire 
Lookout Tower. National Diet Library, Tokyo and Kyoto, 
Japan. WC PD
(126)  [1] Artist unknown, Depiction of Tang Yin (1470–1524). 
WC PD; [2] Li Ying, Depiction of Wang Wei (699–761). Nation-
al Museum of China, Beijing, China. WC PD; [3] Depiction of 
Li Qingzhao (1084–1155). WC PD
(127) [4] He Dazi, Depiction of Cai Wenji (c. 170–249), from the 
series Gathering Gems of Beauty, painted during the Qing Dy-
nasty (1644–1912). Ink and colors on silk. National Palace Mu-
seum, Taipei, Taiwan. WC PD; [5] Zhao Mengfu, Depiction of 
Su Shi (1037–1101).  National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan. 
WC PD; [6] Artist unknown, Depiction of Bai Juyi (772–846). 
National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan. WC PD.
(128) Utagawa Kuniyoshi, The Jewel River of the Lespede-
za, 1797–1861. Paper. 14.1 x 9.8 inches. British Museum, 
London. WC PD
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