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Ready -to -wear clothing that  f it  well 
and wa s of  good qu ality  wa s widely 
avail able  by the tur n of  the t wentieth 
century.  Tailoring of  cu stom suits  
is  a  lu xury that  is  stil l  avail able  for 
those who can afford it.

Men commonly wore hats  until  well 
into the t wentieth century,  both for 
protection from the elements and 
to signal  social  statu s.  The decline 
in  hat  wearing is  often at t ributed 
to P resident  John F.  Kennedy’s 
decision not  to  wear a hat  at  his 
1961 inauguration.  In  addition,  the 
1960s saw the beginning of  the era 
of  ca su al  fa shion,  hats  not  required.

Barbershops were e x t remely popul ar from the 1880s to 194 0s,  ser ving 
a s a  weekly,  or  even d aily,  social  destination for men.  This  changed 
with the invention of  the safety ra zor in  the l ate nineteenth century 
when at-home haircut ting and shaving kits  began to be sold.  Al so,  the 
Depres sion of  the 1930s meant that  men didn’t  have money to spend 
on the lu xury of  v isit ing a barbershop.
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