
These are two of twelve erasure poems 
I crafted out of the original notes 
I took at my mother’s criminal trial. 
I scanned pictures of the notebook 
onto my iPad, and by combining my 
note-taking skills as a journalist 
and my ability to craft poetry, I was 
able to mix these two mediums and 
create erasure poems that perfectly 
capture the emotion in the courtroom. 
In the case of Angel Sawyer against 
the state of North Carolina, there 
were many emotional turmoils I had 
to overcome, and I used poetry as 
a way to juggle my own thoughts as 
I sat in the courtroom and watched 
my mother get sentenced to life in 
prison by twelve strangers. 

—Mikaela Kesinger

three of

Spring 2022  •  Issue No. 45  |  121 120  |  Still Point Arts Quarterly  



Spring 2022  •  Issue No. 45  |  123 122  |  Still Point Arts Quarterly  




