
T h e  D i f fe re n ce  B e t we e n  S u b je c t  a n d  O b je c t

Ce r t a i n  o b je c t s  d i sl i ke  m e .
My d i g i t a l  c a m e r a  c r i n g e s
a n d  t u ck s  i t s  t i ny co n t ro l s
wh e n eve r  I  fo n d l e  i t .
My c a r  devel o p s  a  co u gh
i f  I  at te m p t  t o  d r ive  i t  m o re
t h a n  a  co u p l e  o f  m i l e s  t o  t h e  s t o re . 
A  p o t  cl at te r s  a n d  s m a sh e s
a  d r i n k i n g  gl a s s  i n  t h e  d i sh p a n .
T h e  cl o ck  l o o k s  at  m e  i n  h o r ro r.
T h e  wa sh e r  g n a sh e s  my cl o t h e s  t o  r a g s .

 May b e  i t ’s  n o t  o n ly m e  b u t  a l l 
f l e sh  t h at  i n c i te s  reb el l i o n
i n  o b je c t s  t i red  o f  b e i n g  o b je c t s .
D o e s  t h e  i n a n i m ate  a lways  wa r
a g a i n s t  o r g a n i c  evo l u t i o n ,
s p a rk i n g  t h at  i n f i n i te  h i gh  n o te
t h at  s o m e t i m e s  t i n gl e s  my h e a r i n g ?
I  s us p e c t  a n  u n s c i e n t i f i c
ove rl ap  b e t we e n  t h i s  wo rl d 
a n d  a  p a r a l l el  o n e  o cc u r s
wh e n  t h e  m o o n  s t r i ke s  a  ce r t a i n  p o s e
t o  re m i n d  eve r yo n e  t h at
i t’s  s o m e t i m e s  w i s e  t o  g o  n a ked.

B re a k i n g  do w n  t h e  d i f fe re n ce
b e t we e n  s u b je c t  a n d  o b je c t  requ i re s
g r a m m at i c a l  a n d  m ate r i a l 
b r ava do ;  b u t  m e ch a n i c a l
a n d  d i g i t a l  dev i ce s ,  c a s t  i ro n
a n d  p l a s t i c  a l re a dy ex p re s s
m o re  co u r a g e  a n d  p e r s i s te n ce  t h a n  m e .
I  w i sh  I  co u l d  re cove r  s o m e
o f  t h e  h u m a n  i n g e n u i t y
t h at  e n do wed  t h i n g s  w i t h  s u ch  s p i r i t .                   
 
T h e  s i m p l e r  i n o r g a n i c s ,  ro ck s
a n d  s t a n d i n g  o r  f l o w i n g  wate r,
do n’t  eve n  n o t i ce ,  l e t  a l o n e
t ro u b l e  m e  t h e  way m a n u f a c t u red
o b je c t s  i n  t h e i r  w i s do m  do.
P i ck i n g  b ro ke n  gl a s s  f ro m  t h e  d i sh p a n ,
I  c u t  mys el f .  A s  t h e  b l o o d  s p re a ds
i n  t h e  s u ds y wate r  t h e  p o t  s m i l e s
a  da rk  o l d  s m i l e ,  a n d  t h e  cl o ck  t i ck s
w i t h  a  ch u ck l e  t h at  m a ke s  m e  l au gh .

—Wi l l i a m  D o re sk i
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